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nations the more because he expected some time
thus to recover his losses. To this excuse let us
add the extreme ignorance of which he accused
himself in all that related to pecuniary affairs.

True it is that, with such a conviction of his
own incapacity, he never ought to have taken
charge of a regimental chest; but were all those
who are in possession of places the duties of
which are far beyond their abilities, obliged to
abdicate them, what vast deserts would our public
offices afford! Rabner encourages three different
species of men,1 by saying, " On whom God
bestows an office he also bestows a sufficient
degree of understanding for the exercise of that
office." Szekely would not indubitably have
adopted this opinion, could he have foreseen the
evil consequences of his presumption.

Was not that flattering letter which was
addressed to him by Maria Theresa, of glorious
memory, in which, while she gave the highest
praises to his probity and loyalty, this august
Sovereign confided to his care, without any pre-

i   I  know not why three   different   species,   or  what
; I can but follow my author,-
